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an evolution not of a type, of animal, nor man, nor nation, nor even of mankind, but of Life, an increasing life in better and more varied forms. That man may ' rise, plants must rise, birds must rise, animals must rise. All go together. As man rises, so he lifts the others. And every individual life is but a temporary, finite ifem "in "an infinite and eternal whole. That explains all the apparent injustices of nature ; they are not eternal but temporary, and as each item is of the whole for the benefit of which the apparent injustices exist, it eventually reaps the advantage. Nothing struck me so much as these ideas inherent in his books. Of the argument that natural and sexual selection account for all these changes, I took but little heed. I think I knew even then that the great stream of life had other banks than those. For laws are but banks to confine a force ; they do not explain it any more than a river's banks explain a river. They don't cause it to flow ; they but bound it. I saw too that science did not concern itself with the Whither nor the Why, but only with the Whence and How. Yet I do not see why science should restrict itself so much. If you can determine several points in a curve, you may approximately determine the continuation of that curve. You may also find the focus. Yet science did not try to do so. However, this was the thought which I took away from Darwin's books, that Life is one eternal river, the
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